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Circle of Lonely Hearts

A One-Hour Documentary for Television (48:45 min.)

Circle of Lone[y Hearts chronicles the heart-breaking struggle of a young woman, trying to stay
alive on the streets of Vancouver’s downtown eastside.

Spanning more than three years, the film reflects the roller-coaster ride between hope and despair
of Nicole’s life. Caught in the deadly grip of drugs, destined to follow in her mother’s footsteps,
Nicole is unable to break free, her own daughter’s future all but pre-determined.

Homeless and beat, her life is filled with horror and violence, her dreams forever dreams, her
worst fears a shattering reality.

Amongst all the sadness there is a moment of happiness in the end when Nicole, aware that she has
little time left, discovers that her now 8-year old daughter has never stopped loving her.

Nicole at fourteen
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Circle of Lonely Hearts chronicles Nicole’s life from interviews recorded from early in 1999 when we
first worked with her on Where Angels Weep to April, 2002. It looks at the connectlon between
three generations, from Nicole’s mother to her own eight-year old daughter, all m irked forever in
their own way by a life of abuse and neglect. The images showing Nicole’s life are filled with

horror, violence, and we sense a deep loneliness. 4 ;1- 1
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As Nicole talks about her ¢ chlldhood of abuse, neglect, and abandonment we begul tq‘nnderstand
the hopelessness she mus;t‘ have felt and still feels. Her addiction now is threatening to kill her, the
pain by far outweighs the pleasure, and still Nicole continues to use. Her mother, a recovered
alcoholic and heroin addict, talks about Nicole’s horrendous childhood. With an abusive father
who left Nicole and her mother when she was only three, her life was srgent in fosmomes and
finally back with her mother. After watching her mother jump off a 3™ -floor balcony to the street
to escape her raging father who threatened to kill her with a knife, Nicole doesmeak fora
whole year. At thirteen sheheads for the bright lights of the city, where she spends her life in the
hellhole of Vancouver’s downtown eastside, in the alleys, trick pads, and cheap hotels, selling her
body and soul for cocaine and‘herom -

Now, at twenty-four, nothmg-has changed. Unable to pull herself free, Nicole is waiting to die.

Nicole’s Motfyer
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Circle of Lonely Hearts was C
Pacific Television & Film in as

The documentary was taped i

The film is closed-captioned acquisition.

On-Camera Contrlbu
Nicole

Nicole’s mother Linda -
Nicole’s daughter Michelle
Dr. Stan Devleming, Chief
Rick Griffith, Nicole’s cou
Nicole’s teacher at Purpo
Sarah, Nicole’s friend

dicine, St. Paul’s Ho:
Medical Clinic

Music:
Laura Doyle, Amanda Mars
Meiningen Choir Germany. ‘
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